.     NATURAL  RELIGION                      281

nection of ' physical dependence and of spiritual
communion.' Now as to physical dependence,
it is no doubt a fine way of expressing it to say
that in the knowledge of Nature's ways lies our
-rmly" safety and well-being ; but put in accurate
language, what does it really mean ? For the
magnificent Nature's ways we shall have to write
.a very few of its ways. Of Nature's ways as a
whole the wisest of us know but little : of this
little only a fraction affects either our safety or
our well-being, and of that fraction by far the
larger part is known accurately by none but
scientific men and professionals. The average
human being needs but a very minute portion of
it to keep him both in health and safety, and
that portion is of the least impressive kind.
Even the author of ' Natural Religion' will
hardly contend that a man's knowledge that
mushrooms will disagree with him, or that
if he gets his feet wet he will have a cold
in his head, can be said to belong to the science
of theology, or can convey any sense to its
possessor that Nature itself is God.

The whole of the author's argument, then,
with regard to the divinity of the universe,
reduces itself to those vague emotions, those